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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In the parent 
application, allowable subject matter was indicated in the 6/15/01 final rejection. For 
convenience, the reason will be reiterated here and expanded upon to encompass all of 
the pending claims. The instant invention is drawn to a microtiter system comprising a 
plate and an acting member support with on or more sample handling or reading 
members which are adapted to operate on individual wells in the micro plate when 
disposed upon a plate support surface. A control unit controls the position of the acting 
member support with respect to defined coordinates on the plate support surface. 
While may automated samples dispensing machines for use with microtiter plates exist, 
not of the prior art teaches the acting member which comprises a locator structure 
depending therefrom fro engaging the interior wall surface of one or more wells of the 
micro-titer plate when introduced therein, to fix the position of one or more unengaged 
wells in alignment with one or more sample-handling or reading members . The closest 
prior art is Gordon et al. (USP 5,540,889) who teaches a microtiter plate with exterior 
wall surfaced, a plate handling machine having a plate support surface(50) and sample 
handling device(12) which operates on individual wells, a controller(18) for controlling 
the position of the acting member support(10) and a locator structure(52) disposed on 
the acting member support for engaging interior wall surfaces of one or more wells(56) 
of the plate support surface(50) not the well of the microtiter plate itself; see figures 1,2 
and 9A-B. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lyle A Alexander whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1254. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on 571-272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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